ROUGHING   IT   IN   THE   WEST
Nevada days sprang from the attraction of this
easy and careless manner and appearance.
Second nature though it became, there was
beneath it an eager and a restless mind, filled
,in his mining days with the fever of the search
for 'gold, dreaming of fortune. At times even
his robust health broke under the strain of the
intensity of his pursuit of fortune.
But the outside world saw nothing of this.
By nature easy and optimistic, on the surface
at least, he enjoyed at this time all the careless
exuberance of the morning of life, while his
easy disposition and his peculiar cast of thought
and drollery of speech endeared him to those
about him. Manv of the friends he made at
*
this time he made for life, such as Horace Bixby
his pilot-master, Joe Goodman and Steve Gillis
of the Enterprise.
By disposition Mark Twain was peaceful
rather than belligerent. He lived in a rough
world among rough men, with untamed
Indians, desperadoes and outlaws as part of
the environment of a western life. Under
such circumstances no one could venture to
be timorous, but Mark was at least not looking
for a fight. He himself has described his feel-
ings on finding himself in close contact with
Slade, the most notorious ' bad man3 and
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